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UHE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CIRCUTY RIDER — oo Cadies
7
" Of the persons most brominent in the early history of our

pioneer ancestry, special mention should be mede of Dr. John Creig,.

for the resson that he exertecd €0 much telling influence upoun the

irrediate lives of those Persons who pioneered the counties of

£O0cshontes, Greenbrier‘ Ilonroe enad Ksnewhe. He is moreover & type

of the persons whose names were embalmed by so meny of our asncestors
with 211 tkeir hearts could give, "their praises and their tesrs.”
Dr. Creig was & Mester of Arts by graduation from the

University of sdinburg, Scotland. For twenty-five years he red

°ervices would begin et lOa.m., recess. ‘eqn one hour -
at noon, then breaching Wntil sundov: 1. oometimes on -'Sé.
Jccacions, a candle wes needed to read the closing h

of the congregetion would rige ten or t les -ﬁa

im0

twelve m

&nd efter doing up the ‘householg
Une of his sermons at L1

When Braddock
of Pontige in 1754,
Lountging €Xposed to
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or over the mountains toward Williemsburg, co s® to be near the sest

of government, and the cafety it implied, Yhe undsunted prescher
vas opposed to all such schemes. In his journal he thus writes:

" I pppose thet scheme &s & scandal to our netion, felling

below our brave ancestors, ( in Scotland) making ourselves &

reproech among Virginians, & dishonor to our friends &t home, &n

evidence of cowerdice, went of faith snd noble Uhristien dependsnce

on God as able to ceve and deliver trom the heathen; end withelds

e lasting blot forever on all our posterity. "

This valiant o0ld soldier of two benners,-the benner of the

Cross, end the benner of civil end religious freedom,-edvised the

erection of forts. In his journal he writes: "y own flock required

me tO gd before them in the work, which I did cheerfully, though
it cost me ane-third of my estate; but the people followed me £nd

my congregation in less than two months wes well fortified."

There are & number >f people living in

whose sncestors essisted in the erection of ﬁ$§
With such en example, his people meintained

bravely through 811 of the riery triels of

indicates that hi
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Obtuee indesd must be one who fuile to perceive sometring
gplondid, W mderful in such a men, guided #e he had been by e
jreem in lreland to his place of gervice in the wilds of the
Virginia valley. Before leaving Ireluand, and vhile frequently
preying for Divine guidence where to g£o, he had ¢ dream thuat
profoundly impressed him, &nd it wae ever vivid in his memory.

After comimg to America he followed the stream of immigpretion up

the valley of virginia until he came to Fort Defiance, & locelity

that corresponded to his dream. He &t once selected it as & plece

tor his home, where he dgwelt, lsbored, died and wes buried.
Honored for &ll time te his memory. lay hie exemple of 1life &nd feith
1ike &11 " the actions of the just,

Smell sweet &nd blo:.com in the dust."”

The people upon whom such influencee of living &nd precticing

were exerted, end from whome habiiations invincible defenders

went to venquish foemen like Pontiac, Logan end Cornstalk, and
femous generals from Europe, were m&inly of Scotch-irish extraction.
The Scottish-Yirginians came for the most pert hacaﬁgﬁ?
toscination in the roominess and liberty that & new 1

loreover there wes something attractive for such ina

.

dering people in the adventures &nd dsngers that =bo
And they remained the sume unyielding charec

free-and-ct
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with resplendent virtues of personal cherecter end when individusls
pecame pious it w&s not half-way doings with them.
In their religion the Pauline phese had precedence, sand

so they believed and were sure that God abhors sin vith no degree

of allowance &nd dealg sternly and righteously with unrepentent

sinmners. Their belief in the Uevine sovereignty vas e&s much to
imbue them with that unrelenting persistence under difficulties
that so eminently prepsred them for the part they were led by
Providentisl guidance to perform, in subdueing the pathless wildsr-

ness and forming new states.

The mothers were keepers at home, teeching the children &nd

the servauts the csteckhism, end attending church once & mouth,

more or less s oportunity presented itself. These robust, home

loving, sweet-souled ladies wrote no books, recited na»ﬁiﬁﬂ nor

reed essays, yet were none the less Titted to do tl

part in placing deep and firmly the foundetions of
civil snd religious that are the precious heirlac

descendants.
he compiler of these Pocahontes sketches v
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affairs to & happy unde
the bible.
the Valley

his hymn
pin s




thy presence through my Journey ehine

And crovn my Journeye enda,"

The young lady in plsce of blushing ana Vhispering"fhis is so

. n
sudden, © took another plen, for she seemed to knov at once of &

yon thett vould rieet the emergency in kind end enahle her to
ive &s good at hehad sent. Retuening the book with the selfseme

iin zor & pointer, he resd therein as follove:

" A11 thaet I am and 211 that I have
Shell be forever thiue.

whaete'er my duty bids me give

My willing hends resign.”

Where now may be seen beautiful farme eud subetentisl
iouces were once the log cabin, the lineey-wolcey, the shurt;gawn,

‘re hunting shirts, the pack horse, the simple living, %@ﬁfﬂﬁé@

)£ the dsy; the singing if hymns and sacred o
sresent & besutiful picture of enterprise; ec



